Amicus Curiae, April 5, 1955 by unknown
George Washington University Law School 
Scholarly Commons 
Amicus Curiae, 1955 Amicus Curiae, 1950s 
4-5-1955 
Amicus Curiae, April 5, 1955 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/amicus_curiae_1955 
Recommended Citation 
George Washington University Law School, 4 Amicus Curiae 5 (1955) 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Amicus Curiae, 1950s at Scholarly Commons. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Amicus Curiae, 1955 by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For 
more information, please contact spagel@law.gwu.edu. 
Published by the Student Bar Association
AMICUS CURIAE
Vol. 4, No.5 Apr. 5, 1955THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL
Elections of Student
Bar Officers To Be
Held April 25 and 26
Election of Student Bar Association
Officers for the 1955-56school year will
be held on Monday and Tuesday, April
25 and 26, it was announced today by
Student Bar Association President Ed-
ward O. Ansell. The polls will be open
from 9:00A.M. to 2:00 P.M. and 5:00 P.M.
to 8:00 P.M. on both days. A voting booth
will be located in the first floor corridor.
All students are admitted to member-
ship in the Student Bar Association on
entrance into Law School. Its purposes
are to further scholastic attainments, to
develop a spirit of brotherhood among its
members, and to enhance the reputation
of the Law School of The George Wash-
ington University. It is a charter member
of the American Law Student Associa-
tion, an organization of more than 130
Law Schools approved by the American
Bar Association.
Elective officesto the Student Bar As-
sociation Board of Governors are Presi-
dent, Day Vice-President, Night Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer, three
Day SchoolMembers-at-Large, and three
Night School Members-at-Large.
Candidates for elective office may be
nominated by petitions containing ten
signatures, in accordance with the SBA
Constitution. Petitions will be received at
the Library desk beginning Tuesday,
April 5th, and continuing until 8:00 P.M.
Friday, April 15. On Monday, April 18,
the nominations will be announced.
SBA constitutional provisions apply,
and they, along with a time table and ap-
plicable bylaws, are posted on Law School
Bulletin Boards. A number of regulations
passed by the Board of Governors at the
March 15 meeting are of interest. No
signs for candidates for the forthcoming
election may be posted before the final
petitions are received on Friday, April
15th. Positions on the ballot will be de-
termined by lot for each position, the
drawing to be made by a member of the
Election Committee at an open meeting.
(Continued on page 4)
Prof. Joseph P. Driscoll
Professor Joseph Patrick Driscoll, a
part time instructor since 1952, became
a full time instructor just last year. His
forte is federal taxation, and he is cur-
rently teaching Federal Estate & Gift
Taxation, Federal Income Taxation, and
the Seminar on the 1954 Code.Mr. Dris-
coll feels the addition of the seminar
course on the new law (introduced this
last semester) to the curriculum has done
much to make the Lew School one of the
foremost institutions in federal taxation
education.
Born in Worcester, Massachusetts, Pro-
fessor Driscoll attended Harvard where
he received his A.B. in 1941,and his LL.B.
in 1943. He served on the Harvard Law
Review gaining an insight which has
proved helpful in his present capacity as
tax advisor for the George Washington
University Law Review.
He was admitted to the Massachusetts
bar in 1943, and practiced with Wright,
Gordon,Zachry, Porlin, and Cahill in New
York City during 1944-1945.He served in
the United States Navy during World
War II, and from 1946 through 1949,was
counsel for the Board of Contract Appeals
of the Navy Department.
Mr. Driscoll worked as an attorney in
the Officeof the Legal Advisory Staff of
the Treasury Department from 1949-54.
The last two years in the Treasury De-




At the Annual Luncheon of the Univer-
sity General Alumni held at the National
Press Club on March 19, Dean Benson
received a citation for his outstanding
contributions to the University for twen-
ty-five years. The citation read: "The
George Washington Univereity General
Alumni Association herein cites Carville
Dickenson Benson for his notable con-
tribution to the George Washington Uni-
versity as teacher and administrator. A
member of the faculty since 1929,he has
served as Professor of Law and upon
three occasions as Acting Dean of the
Law School. At present Assistant Dean
of the Law School, he has for the past
twenty-five years served the University
well as teacher and administrator in the
field of his specialty."
Dean Benson after receiving his A.B.
degree from Johns Hopkins in 1920 and
his LL.B. from Harvard in 1923,practiced
law in Baltimore for two years. He then
returned to Harvard for his S.J.D. which
he received in 1926. After teaching at
Emory University for three years he ac-
cepted an appointment at G.W. as an
Assistant Professor of Law. He was made
Assistant Dean in 1949.
Practical Law Institutes
Announced by Prof. Weaver
The program of practical institutes in
the law which has been in operation at
the law school during past semesters wfll
continue this spring. Prof. Weaver, chair-
man of the program, has announced dates
for two different institutes and panel
discussions. The first, dealing with ter-
mination of government contracts is a
follow up to the panel on government
contracts held last year. It will take place
on Friday and Saturday, April 15 and 16,
in Lisner Auditorium beginning at 9 A.M.
A special effort has been made to ob-
tain a representative cross-section of





Soon your Student Bar Association will
have new officers. Since the SBA is the
only organization in the Law School rep-
resenting all the students, it would be
well for each voter to acquaint himself
with the candidates and participate by
casting a ballot. Also up for considera-
tion this time is a constitutional amend-
ment that Book Exchange Manager Lloyd
Knight recommends for continued effi-
cient administration of the used book
program. The details of the election are
elsewhere in this issue.
Once again, the Law School is to have
a picnic during the Spring semester.
Chairman Gerry Kiltz, assisted by Don
Moore, announces that the picnic will be
held on Saturday, April 30th, and in case
of rain, will be held one week later.
At this time, news of the tremendous
crowd attending the SBA movie, "All the
Kings Men", is past history. Many thanks
to Bill Mammarella for his fine work on
the March 30 showing. The next SBA
movie program is April 27th.
Eight interested students, under the
leadership of Al Kornhauser, have begun
participation in the Alexandria Bar As-
sociation Legal Aid program. The pro-
gram has been given fine publicity by the
Alexandria papers and, if successful, may
eventually lead to Legal Aid being made
a part of the curriculum, as it is in some
Law Schools.
The SBA Court Tour program has been
completed with the March 23 re-visit to
D.C. Municipal Court. The Fall semester
included tours of D.C. Municioal Court,
the U.S. District Court, and U.S. Court of
Appeals for D.C. During the second se-
mester, we visited the U.S. Supreme
Court and, once again, the Municipal
Court. Congratulations to Jim Newton,
Court Tour Chairman, for a dandy job,
and similar thanks to Capt. Ira Sykes,
who started as chairman, before leaving
school for out-of-town employment.
Prentiss-Hall Publishing Company an-
nounces that it will send a guest speaker,
Mr. F. T. McMahon, to present a lec-
ture on the subject of "Research in Fed-
eral Taxation". Although no definite
date has been set, it is tentatively
planned for Wednesday, April 27th at
8 P.M. in Room 10. The next SBA pro-
fessional meeting is tentatively set for
April 14th but as of this date, the speak-
er has not been selected.
The next issue of the Amicus Curiae
will probably contain the last of this
series of President's Corners. At that
time, an attempt will be made to sum-
marize the past year's activities.
Fraternity News
Delta Theta Phi
Woodrow Wilson Senate concluded its
rush season with a Smoker on March 3rd
at the Sigma Chi Fraternity house. John
Layne, Assistant District Attorney, and
Bernard Goodrich, local attorney, ad-
dressed the group. Mr. Layne spoke on
the method of handling court appointed
criminal cases. The all important first
two years after the bar was the topic of
Mr. Goodrich's talk.
The Delta Theta basketball team, after
winning their division, dropped two
straight games in the playoffs and the
one remaining game will decide who will
hold third place. Plans are now being
made for volleyball and then, softball.
Persons interested should contact Tom
Kristofferson.
April 6th, a Wednesday, has been set
as the date for the fraternity elections,
and members are urged to attend and ex-
ercise their franchise. Shortly thereafter,
the annual Founder's Day banquet will be
held in conjunction with other student
and alumni senates of the District area.
Plans have been formulated to hold a
joint initiation with the other student
Senates of Georgetown, American, and
Catholic Universities this semester.
The Delta Theta Phi Biennial National
Convention will be held August 29, 30 and
31 in Washington, D.C. WoodrowWilson
Senate, along with the other local senates,
will play an important part as they will
be the hosts for this Convention. A full
schedule has been set up for the three
days including both business and pleas-
ure.
Phi Alpha Delta
On March 25th and 26th at the Shera-
ton Park Hotel, Phi Alpha Delta Legal
Fraternity held its Sixth Annual Con-
clave for District 12 which embraces all
law schoolswith PAD chapters from New
Jersey through South Carolina. George-
town and George Washington Law
Schools and D.C. Alumni were co-hosts
and representatives were in attendance
from Wake Forest, South Carolina, North
Carolina, Washington and Lee, Richmond,
William and Mary, and Virginia.
Senator Alan Bible of Nevada was
made an honorary initiate during cere-
monies held Saturday afternoon, and was
the featured speaker at the banquet held
that evening beginning at 7:30 P.M. An-
other honored guest was Mr. J. Harry
LaBrum of Philadelphia, who held the po-
sition of Supreme Justice longer than any
other fraternity brother. Mr. LaBrum
acted as toastmaster during the banquet.
Student officers for the convention
were: District Student Justice, Edward
G. Fenwick, Jr. (G.W.U.) of Arlington,
Va.: District Treasurer, James Hogan
(Georgetown) of Washington, D.C.; Dis-
trict Vice-Justice, Harry N. Walker
(Wake Forest); and District Clerk, Mi-
chael P. McLeod (N.C.). Alumni officers
with the convention were William B. Rob-
ertson, District Justice, Assoc. Tribune;
and Eugene Stewart, Justice, Washing-
ton Alumni Chapter.
The functions began with a mixer party
on Friday evening and closed with the
banquet on Saturday night.
Phi Delta Delta
There will be a luncheon and business
meeting at the home of Mrs. Ralphine
Staring on April 17, at 12:30 P.M. Offi-
cers for the coming year will be elected.
Phi Delta Phi
On March 17th, Marshall Inn of Phi
Delta Phi welcomed about twenty-five
prospective pledges at a professional
meeting at the Sheraton-Park Hotel. Mr.
Alfred Pilsen of the Defense Department
explained the legal history and current
operations of the Department's procure-
ment program with emphasis upon the
varied types of contracts entered into by
the Government with manufacturers of
armed forces materials. This meeting con-
cluded another fine schedule of Rush
Functions at which Mr. Charles Ford, an
outstanding local criminal lawyer, and
Mr. H. B. Fletcher of the F.B.I., were
guest speakers.
A business meeting of the fraternity
will be held Wednesday, March 30th, for
the selection of pledges and election of
officers.Mike Marchese, chairman of the
by-laws committee, will present for adop-
tion by vote of the members a revised set
of by-laws designed to secure increased
efficiencyin planning and managing the
activities of the Inn. Jack Sloat announces
that the Spring banquet will be held April
21st, at which the new student pledges
will be initiated along with an honorary
initiate to be determined later. As has
been the custom, Marshall Inn will join
the Georgetown chapter of Phi Delta Phi
in holding this banquet.
Class Rings Availahle
As a result of the efforts of John
Dominguez, Day Delegate to the SBA,
class rings are now available to grad-
uating law students. They may be pur-
chased at the Student Cooperative Book
Store or from L. G. Balfour Co., 711
14th St., N.W.
Three types of rings are available:
heavy, medium, and light. The .design
includes the year of graduation and a
scale symbolizing justice. The price
ranges from $26.75 to $36.50.





and participation in law school activities
are characteristics of the 1954-55Teach-
ing FeJlows at the Law School. Mr.
Robert Bonin, Mr. Lee Vickman, and
Mr. William Houseal are all recent
graduates of other law schools and mem-
bers of the Bar of their respective
states. Upon satisfactorily completing
their teaching feJlow duties and the
preparation and submission of a thesis,
they will receive the Master of Laws
degree.
Mr. Robert Bonin received the B.S.
degree in Business Administration in
1952 and the LL.B. in 1954 in a com-
bined program from the Boston Univer-
sity. Both degrees were bestowed Magna
Cum Laude.
In recognition of his scholastic achieve-
ments and his other abilities, Mr. Bonin
was appointed and served for one year
as Editor-in-Chief of the Boston Uni-
versity Law Review. He is a member of
Beta Gamma Sigma, a national honorary
business fraternity. He was married in
May 1954.
Mr. Bonin expects to enter the Judge
Advocate General Corps of the U.S.
Army for a three year period. Sub-
sequent to his military service, he plans
to enter the private practice of law in
Boston, his home town.
Mr. Lee Vickman received the A.B.
degree in 1951 and the Juris Doctor
degree in 1954 from the University of
Chicago. He was a member of the staff
of the University of Chicago Law Re-
view, and the recipient of the Raymond
Scholarship award.
Active in student affairs, he was presi-
dent of the University of Chicago Stu-
dent Bar Association (known there as
the Law School Student Association).
After a short period of service in the
U.S. Army, Mr. Vickman plans to enter
the private practice of law, probably in
Chicago, his home town.
Both Mr. Bonin and Mr. Vickman
entertain thoughts of eventually enter-
ing the law teaching profession. They
are agreed that "the opportunities af-
forded by the Teaching Fellow Pro-
gram, such as the close personal con-
tact with beginning law students and
members of the teaching staff, are in-
valuable experiences for those contem-
plating entering the law teaching pro-
fession."
Mr. William Houseal received his B.S.
degree in Engineering in July 1950,from
Iowa State CoJlege at Ames, Iowa, and
the Juris Doctor degree in August 1953,
from the University of Iowa, in Iowa
City, Iowa. Prior to coming to G.W., he
served one year as Corporate Patent
Counsel for Amana Refrigeration, Ine.,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He is married and
has a 10 week old son. As you could
guess, his home is in Iowa at Iowa City.
Active in many fraternities during
his college life, he is especially proud of
membership in Tau Beta Pi, honorary
engineering fraternity, and Delta Sigma
Rho, international honorary forensic
fraternity. He is a member of and
served one year as Chancellor (Presi-
dent) of Gamma Eta Gamma, legal
fraternity. He is a veteran of both
World War II and the Korean conflict.
With 4% years of service to his credit,
he is a reserve captain in the Artillery.
He was a member of the Board of
Editors of the Iowa University Law
Review and is a registered Patent At-
torney. Of G.W. and his experience
here he says, "G.W. is one of the best
schools in the world for specialized
studies in the field of patent, trade-mark
and copyright law. Since I am partic-
ularly interested in this field of en-
deavor, my year here at G.W. Law
School has been especially beneficial."
A limited number of teaching fellow-
ships are available each year to pros-
pective candidates for the Master of
Laws degree. Each fellow receives an
annual stipend, plus tuition for the
academic year. The occupant of each of
these feJlowships follows an approved
plan of study and research, assists mem-
bers of the Faculty in the guidance of
first-year students, and supervises stu-
dent work in legal bibliography and the
drafting of legal instruments.
• • •
From left to right, Teaching Fellows Lee





"More than twenty-five percent of
Utah's lawyers are graduates of the
Ge 0 r g e Washington University Law
~chooJ.Our guest is one that got away,"
said Dean John T. Fey as he introduced
Senator Arthur Watkins to the second
professional meeting of the Student Bar
Association.
Sen. Watkins, Chairman of the Senate
committee which recently censured Sen.
McCarthy, declined to discuss the com-
mittee's action. He stated that the matter
was "more or less closed." The Senator
traced the development of the use of the
investigating committee to expand the
work of Congress, a practice which has
developed during the last eight or ten
years. The investigating committee en-
ables Congress to get information for use
in voting on legislation.
During early investigations, the mat-
ter of exposing people was not a large
part of the committees' work, but this
function has been expanded. Courts have
upheld the right of Congressional com-
mittees to compel people to appear before
them and testify. Evidence that is not
admissible in court is admissible in hear-
ings held by the committees.
Although most Senators are too busy
to attend the hearings often, they attend
those that receive a great deal of public-
ity.
Senator Watkins suggested several re-
forms that should be adopted by future
investigation committees. They include
requiring the presence of at least two
members of the committee when testi-
mony under oath is to be taken, and
prohibiting the publication, without a
majority vote, of evidence taken in ex-
ecutive sessions. Payment of the com-
mittee's expenses should be made only
after the committee has certified that
it has foJlowed the rules.
FoJlowinghis speech, Senator Watkins
answered questions from the audience.
Asked whether he believed that Congres-
sional hearings should be televised to
assure the presence of Senators at the
hearings, he replied that "Senators are
grown-up young people", but he disap-
proved of the idea. He also expressed
the opinion that it is not fair to televise
only "the parts of hearings that the
television people want to show". As to
the effect which televised hearings have
upon witnesses and as to the possibility
and propriety of televising criminal
trials, the Senator stated that some wit-




(Continued from page 1)
Also, a subcommittee has been appointed
with full authority to prepare regulations
concerning the signs.
The subcommittee, consisting of Dan
Shoemaker, Edward Fenwick, L loy d
Knight, and William Driscoll, by virtue
of authority given them by the Board of
Governors, has issued the following rules,
for the purpose of setting a standard of
dignity and decorum to be used in the
forthcoming elections:
a. All signs shall be on standards or be
similarly self-supporting.
b. Signs shall be displayed only in the
hallways or on the landings within
Stockton Hall.
c. Handbills, Sample Ballots and the
like, shall not be considered under
these rules, except that they may
not be posted.
d. All candidates shall be responsible
for the proper use and disposal of all
handbills and Sample Ballots.
e. Power of enforcing these rules shall
be within the jurisdiction of the
Elections Committee.
f. Two or more candidates may utilize
only one combination poster in addi-
tion to their individual allotment.
g. Each candidate shall be limited to
one sign, except for the candidates
for the officesof Vice-President, Sec-
retary, and Treasurer, each of whom
may have two, and the candidates
for President who may have four.
h. Group or combination signs shall be
no more than nine square feet, with
a maximum width of three feet.
i, Individual candidate signs may be six
square feet, with a maximum width
of three feet.
The ballot will also contain a proposed
amendment to the Constitution which
would, in effect, reduce the number of
Day and Night Delegates to a total of
four, and add the two elective offices of
Book Exchange Treasurer and Book Ex-
change Manager.
Senator Watkins
(Continued from page 3)
nesses yield to the temptation to act
while they are testifying during tele-
vised proceedings, and expressed the
opinion that televised criminal trials
might result in a miscarriage of justice.
Senator Watkins, replying to a ques-
tion concerning the loyalty investiga-
tions, -stated that no one is entitled to
a Federal job as a matter of right. He
believes that it is possible to protect an
accused person's rights without making
it difficult to protect the public, but of-
fered no suggestions as to how this can
be done.
CaseClub Competition
The Van Vleck Case Club has begun
the first round of its annual argument
competition. Forty-five students have
registered as new members and have
already begun work on brief writing,
with appellant's brief due April 1st and
appellee's brief due April 14th. Argu-
ments will begin on April 20th at 8 P.M.
in the basement of the Law School.
Case Club officers have expressed sat-
isfaction with the enthusiasm and in-
terest of the new members and they
see no reason why the competition should
not be highly successful.
Professor Driscoll
(Continued from page 1)
partment were spent working on the
preparation of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1954. Because of his familiarity with
the new Code,Mr. Driscoll has been kept
busy since September conducting tax in-
stitutes throughout the country, from
-New York City to Salt Lake City, ex-
plaining the new provisions of the 1954
Code to both layman and lawyer.
At present he is working on a supple-
ment to Merten's Law of Federal Income
Taxation and has several articles in vari-
ous stages of completion. With so much
of his time already committed, Professor
Driscoll finds little time for engaging in
sports, his-principal hobby. Softball is a
special favorite and until recently he was
active in the G.W. Sailing Club.
Mr. Driscoll considers a close analysis
of the statutes, underlying legislative
history, administrative regulations and
judicial interpretations necessary to a
mastery of taxation. Although taxation
is one of the more difficult fields, the
added effort is compensated for by the
tremendous opportunities in the field par-
ticularly in certain sections of the coun-
try.
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ALSA Announces
Student Insurance
Offer At Low Cost
An opportunity for Student Bar As-
sociation members to secure a $5000 life
insurance term policy, for a maximum
period of eight years dating from the
first year in law school, at a cost of $25
per year, and in most cases without a
medical examination, was announced re-
cently by the American Law Student
Association.
Designed to provide maximum cover-
age at the lowest possible cost while law
students and beginning attorneys are
young and insurable, and with a slim
budget, the plan, effective March 1, 1955,
was created by the ALSA and is available
only to members of a student associa-
tion affiliated with that organization.
Policies are underwritten by the Minne-
sota Mutual Life Insurance Company of
St. Paul, Minnesota. After examination,
the Section on Insurance Law of the
American Bar Association has pro-
nounced the plan an excellent one.
For further details, see the descriptive
folders made available to students by
the SBA display in the front lobby, or
direct your inquiries to Roger M. Simp-
son, ALSA LIFE PLAN Administrator,
Suite 800, 223 West Jackson Boulevard,
Chicago 6, Ill.
Practical Institutes
(Continued from page 1)
experience and viewpoint among the
speakers and panel members. The list
is almost evenly divided between those
employed by the government and those
who are not; it includes accountants
and officials of large government con-
tractors as well as lawyers. The com-
mon denominator is special knowledge
of government contract problems. The
talks will be supplemented by mimeo-
graphed outlines prepared by the speak-
ers and distributed to the audience along
with other materials on the subject of
termination.
On Saturday, April 30, also in Lisner
and beginning at 9 A.M. the second of
the series, entitled "Federal Employees
Cases," will be conducted. The morning
segment of the program is concerned
with separation and demotion cases and
the afternoon will be devoted to security
cases.
The ordinary registration fee for attor-
neys is $10.00. However, Prof. Weaver
has announced that all students are in-
vited to attend free, provided they make
reservations in advance with him. Fur-
ther details will be available soon in
the main officeof the law school.
